 Research and Information 

STEP #1 – REASONS FOR CHOOSING YOUR TOPIC 

Now that you have selected a topic, write on your journal your reason(s) for choosing the topic you chose or the purpose of your investigation. 

Also, write on your journal what you already know about your topic. 

STEP #2 – INFORMATION RELATED TO YOUR TOPIC 

Now that you have selected a topic and question, you'll need to find out what is already known about the subject. You will want to know information about the specifics of your topic as well as different things that could be related to your project. 

For example, let's say you are interested in how oil spills affect sea creatures, such as clams. Not only will you want to research the properties of oil and the life cycle of clams, but you may also 

need to understand a little more about wave patterns, ocean currents and tides. In addition you may also want to research other substances that could affect clam growth or what can be done to prevent or clean up oil spills. 

STEP #3 -- OFF TO THE LIBRARY/COMPUTER 

You should consult at least 3 references regarding your project. More is better. Write down the names of sites and books or articles you use on the journal under the research heading. DO NOT JUST RELY ON THE INTERNET. If you use information from the internet, make sure it is from a reputable website, such as one connected to a university. Ask the librarian for help in finding science magazine articles and books relating to your topic.

